
Fall2009

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ Messagep. 1

Program Updatespp. 2-3

Facultypp. 4-10

ωNew Affiliated Faculty  

ωVisiting Scholars

ωAccomplishments

Studentspp. 11-18

ωCertificate Graduates

ωAchievements

ωResearch Fund

ωTeaching Fellows

Eventspp. 19-24

ωIris Marion Young Award

ωUPennConference

ωConferences/Series

ωBeginning a New Year

Donationsp. 25

Greetings from Womenõs Studies

FollowingPittsburghõshosting of the G-20 leaders in September,

weõvebeen thinking a lot about our relationships around the

globe. WomenõsStudies students and faculty have traveled far

and wide to carry out research projectsñto the Caribbean, to

investigate women in the Grenada Revolution and birth control

and population policy; to South Dakota, to interview pro-choice

activists; to Israel, to study cinema; to Zambia, to follow up on a

public health project; to South Korea, to study educational

policies.

Meanwhile,those of us here in Pittsburghhave been designinga

new interactive web site for the Program,partly to keep up with

our far-flung colleagues and activities. Funded by a generous

òInnovationin Educationógrant, the web site will make it possible

to stay in touch with the many affiliated faculty members whosecoursesare offered in numerous

departmentsand schoolsacrossPitt, with those traveling to distant countries,with those stepping

outside the academicworld in order to intern with a local provideror activist organization,and with

graduatingstudents. Facultymemberswill be encouragedto discusstheir research,post curricular

materials, and create a storehouse of valuable documents, assignments, and pedagogical

reflection. Students will be encouragedto share their projects and papers more widelyñnot just

with their immediate classmates and teachers but with the broader community of womenõs

studies. Theweb site should also make it possible to maintain closer connectionswith our alumni.

We would love to hear about how our graduates have put womenõsstudies courses and

experiencesto work in the worldñin jobs, communityactivism,and lives.

Weõllsend an announcementwhenthe newweb site is availableand when(and how)to participate

in the interactiveportions.
ςJean Ferguson Carr, Director of Womenõs Studies



PROGRAM UPDATES

Womenõs Studies Awarded Innovation in Education Grant

The Office of the Provost awarded an Innovation in Education Grant this year to Womenõs

Studiesto create an interactive web site: a virtual spacefor the communityof faculty and students

to share research, field and internship experience,and curricular materials by collaborating on

webliographies(onlinebibliographies),personaland groupblogs,and wikis.

Thecollaboration will lead to the creation of a referencedatabase and links to key research

sites. It will enhance the Programõsvalue to the university, to WS alumni, and the broader

community by servingas a forum for disciplinaryand interdisciplinarywork and as a resource for

issuesof women,gender,and sexuality.

It will feature recommendedreadingsorganizedaround six key themes, archivesof student

researchand internship projects, and curricular materials. Theproject and planned workshopswill

enhanceinstructorsõability to addressconcernswith the waysstudents use the Webas a resource.

The grant was written by Jean FergusonCarr, Director of WomenõsStudies, FraydaCohen,

Visiting Assistant Professor, and Carly Woods, PhD candidate in Communication and Womenõs

Studies,and former WSteaching fellow, with advice from Kathy Blee, DistinguishedProfessorand

Chairof Sociologyand former Directorof WomenõsStudies.

See the article on the interactive website on pp. 10-11 in the September 2009 Teaching

Times: www.cidde.pitt.edu/teachingtimes/2009_sept/teachingtimes.pdf.

WomenõsStudies has a new undergraduate brochure,

thanks to a generousgrant from the Schoolof Arts and Sciences.

The brochure features pictures of WS faculty and certificate

students (Lisa Brush, Aaron Arnold, Carly Woods, Stephanie

Guenther, and Arielle Duhlberg) and a photograph by Colleen

Jankovic (PhD student, English and WS), taken on her WS-

sponsoredresearch trip to Israel. Work on a graduate brochure is

also under way.

The new general web site will be coordinated with the

Innovation Grant project to enhance the Programõsability to

communicateeffectively with the Universityand community. Look

for updates on the project soon.

Also, to make its library materials more readily available to

faculty and students, the Programhas recentlycataloguedits texts

and media, and has convertedVHStapes to DVD. Thecollection is

online at www.librarything.com/catalog/wstudies.

In conjunction with the library and web site updates,

WomenõsStudiesis organizingits history files into binders that will

be housed in the Programõslibrary; some will be sent to University

library archives for permanent storage and others will be scanned

and posted on the web site.

WSP Excited About Updates to Brochures, Web Site, and Library
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WomenõsStudies has several new course offerings: òWomenand Narrative,óòThe

Politics of Genderand Food,óand òGenderedBodies.óIn spring 2010 FraydaCohenwill

offer our first capstonecourse,òSeniorSeminar: FeministTheoryand Methods.ó

ToddReeser(FrenchandWomenõsStudies)taught a graduatecourse,òQueerTheory

Past and Present,óin spring 2009 . In spring 2010, NancyGlazener(EnglishandWomenõs

Studies) will teach a new graduate course, òTheoriesof Gender and Sexuality.óRachel

Kutz-FlamenbaumõsòSocialMovementsó(Sociology),LisaParkerõsòBioethicsó(Bioethics)

and Lara PutnamõsòGender,Race,and Classó(History)are three new graduate courses

offered in both home departmentsandWomenõsStudies.

FormerWomenõsStudiesVisitingScholarAliceJuliertaughtòSociologyof Genderóin

fall 2009 and will teach òGender,Race, and Classóin WomenõsStudies in spring 2010 .

Jean Ferguson Carr is teaching òConstructingGirlhood,óa seminar cross-listed with

English. It focuses on the construction of girlhood as it emergesin childrenõsliterature, in

educational and advice books, in periodicalsand other media, and in texts that articulate

the status of femalesand children.

A Variety of New Courses Are Offered

Students enjoy a break during their final òPolitics of Gender and Foodó class session with Frayda Cohen in 

summer 2009.  Pictured from left to right are: TabethaBernstein-Davis, Robyn Swirling, Frayda Cohen, 

Samantha Malone, and Marcela Cobb. 

PROGRAM UPDATES
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Faculty Members Join Womenõs Studies Program

Sara Goodkind

Rachel Kutz-Flamenbaum Suzanne Staggenborg

Melanie Hughes

Sociology

Social Work

Sociology

Sociology

Assistant Professor Sara Goodkindõs

research focuses on programs and services 

for young people, particularly those in the 

juvenile justice and child welfare systems.

Assistant Professor Melanie Hughes 

specializes in the fields of gender and 

politics, intersectionality, transnational 

political sociology, and quantitative methods.

Rachel Kutz- Flamenbaum,  Assistant 

Professor,  is interested in social move-

ments, social inequality, gender, peace and 

war, globalization, reproduction and family.

Professor Suzanne Staggenborgõsresearch 

focuses in the fields of social movements/ 

collective action, political sociology, social 

problems, sociology of gender and family.

FACULTY- New Affiliated Faculty
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Visiting Scholars Announced for 2009 -2011

TheProgramis pleasedto haveJoanGunderson,JessieRamey,and PatriciaUlbrich

asWomenõsStudiesVisitingScholarsfor a two-year term starting in September.

JoanGundersonhas been affiliated with the Programsince 2003 when she held a

ResearchAssociateposition. Gundersonhas been a Visiting Scholar since 2007. She

has written on such topics as women in the AmericanRevolutionand womenõsroles in

the Episcopal church. Recently, she produced a traveling exhibit for the Episcopal

WomenõsHistoryProjectentitled òWhatCoulda WomanDo in the EpiscopalChurch.ó

Jessie Ramey is the newest member of the University of Pittsburgh Womenõs

Studies Program community. She is a recent PhD recipient in History from Carnegie

Mellon, where her dissertation was, òAChildcareCrisis: Poor Black and White Families

and Orphanages in Pittsburgh, 1878-1929.ó Ramey founded and directed CMUõs

UndergraduateResearchOffice, where she focused on women and minorities in non-

traditional fields. She also worked for the WestchesterCommunityFoundation where

she managedan effort to increasethe capacityand quality of childcareprograms.

Patricia Ulbrichõsaffiliation with the WomenõsStudies Program reaches back to

1995 when she was a ResearchAssistant. She has been a Visiting Scholar with the

Programsince 2005. Ulbrichhas publishedwidelyon the relationshipsbetweenwomenõs

life circumstancesand health. In 2007, she created a multimedia exhibit and web site

documentingthe history of the womenõsmovement in Pittsburghduring the latter half of

the twentieth century(In Sisterhood: TheWomenõsMovementin Pittsburgh).

Jessie Ramey

PAGE 5FACULTYςVisiting Scholars
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Womenõs Studies Faculty Selected Publications 

Jean Ferguson Carr

ÅSelections from Archives of Instruction: Nineteenth-Century Rhetorics, Readers, and 

Composition Books in the United States(2005) anthologized in Norton Book of Composition 

Studies, ed. Susan Miller (2009).

Irene Frieze 

ÅòGender, Aggression and ProsocialBehavioró with M. Li., Handbook of Gender Research in 

Psychology (in press).

ÅòGender-role Attitudesó with M. Ciccocioppo, Encyclopedia of Human Relationships(in press).

ÅòInterrelations of Gender Schemas in Children and Adolescents: Attitudes, Preferences and 

Self-Perceptionsó with M. L. Signorella, Social Behavior and Personality, 36 (2008).

ÅòIntimate Partner Violence in the United Statesó in Bringing Cultural Diversity to Feminist 

Psychology, 2nd ed. (in press).

ÅòIntimate Partner Violence: Perspectives on Research and Intervention,ó Psychology of 

Women: A Handbook of Issues and Theories, 2nd ed. (2008).

ÅòViolence in the Family as a Public Health Concernó with J. A. Schumm, Public Health and 

Preventative Medicine, 15th ed. (2008).

ÅòSocial Policy, Feminism, and Research on Violence in Close Relationships,ó Journal of Social 

Issues, 64 (2008).

Sara Goodkind

ÅòôYou Can be Anything you Want, but You Have To Believe Itõ: Commercialized Feminism in 

Gender-Specific Programs for Girls,ó Signs34, 2 (2009).

ÅòôYou May Even Be President of the United States One Dayõ: Challenging Commercialized 

Feminism in Programming for Girls in Juvenile Justice,ó Childhood, Youth, and Social Work in 

Transformation, (2009).

ÅòCoping as a Mediator of the Effects of Stressors and Supports on Depression Among Girls in 

Juvenile Justiceó with M. Ruffolo, D. Bybeeand R. C. Sarri, Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice7, 

2 (2009). 

ÅòGender Differences and Offender Reentry: A Review of the Literature,ó with Spjeldnes, Peters, 

and Solveig, Journal of Offender Rehabilitation48, 4 (2009).

FACULTYςAccomplishments
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ÅòRacial/Ethnic and Gender Differences in School Discipline Among American High School 

Students,ó with J. M. Wallace, C. Wallace and J. Bachman, The Negro Educational Review59, 

1/2 (2008).

MarahGubar

ÅArtful Dodgers: Reconceivingthe Golden Age of Childrenõs Literature,  Oxford University Press   

(2009) ðChosen as book of the week in Times Higher Education, June 2009.

Todd Reeser

ÅòEntre Hommesó: French and Francophone Masculinitiesin Theory and Culture. Edited volume 

of 11 original essays, plus introduction, with Lewis Seifert (2008).

ÅòIntroductionó and òTeaching Rabelaisõs Language: A Literary Perspective.ó Approaches to 

Teaching Rabelais, edited volume of 35 essays plus introduction, full manuscript under review 

in Modern Language Association book series òApproaches to Teaching World Literature,ó with 

Floyd Gray (in progress).

ÅMasculinities in Theory(in progress, 2010).

ÅòRepresenting Gay Male Domesticity in French Film of the Late 1990s,ó Queer Cinema in 

Europe(2008). 

ÅòTheorizing Sex and Gender in Montaigne,ó edited collection of essays Montaigne After Theory 

/Theory After Montaigne, ed. ZahiZalloua(in press, 2009).

Jennifer Waldron

ÅòReading the Body,ó Blackwell Companion to English Renaissance Literature and Culture, 

(forthcoming, 2010). 

Andrew Weintraub

ÅòDance Drills, Faith Spills: Islam, Body Politics, and Popular Music in Indonesiaó in Popular 

Music, 27, 3 (2008).

FACULTYςAccomplishments
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TariniBedi, WS Visiting Scholar in 

2007-2008, accepted a tenure-track 

position at University of Chicago, 

where she is Associate Director of 

the South Asia Language and Area 

Center and the Committee on 

Southern Asian Studies 

Jean Ferguson Carrwas awarded an 

òInnovation in Educationó grant for 

2009-2010 from the University of 

Pittsburgh, with Frayda Cohen. 

Frayda Cohenwas awarded an 

òInnovation in Educationó grant for 

2009-2010 from the University of 

Pittsburgh, with Jean Ferguson Carr.

Irene Frieze was identified as a 

òPioneer in Feminist Psychologyó by 

the Association for Women 

in Psychology in March 2009.

Jane Feuerreceived the German 

Fulbright Distinguished Chair in 

American Studies for 2009-2010.

.

FACULTYςAccomplishments
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Nancy Glazenerwon the Norman 

FoersterAward in December 

2008. The award was for the 

best essay published in the 

journal American Literature. The 

winning essay was entitled 

"Benjamin Franklin and the Limits 

of Secular Civil Society."

Alice Julier, Visiting Scholar, 

accepted a visiting lectureship in 

Sociology at University of 

Pittsburgh for 2009-2010, and in 

Womenõs Studies for spring 2010.

ShaliniPuriwas awarded the 

University Center for International 

Studies Faculty Fellowship for 

"Theorizing Fieldwork in the 

Humanities," Fall 2008.  She 

received a Hewlett International 

Small Grant (Fall 2008) and a 

Center for Latin American Studies 

Faculty Grant Competition Award 

for "The Grenada Revolution:  

Memory and Fieldwork.ó

Ronald J. Zboray   received  the 

E. Jennifer Monaghan Triennial 

Book Award of the History of 

Reading SIG, International 

Reading Association for Everyday 

Ideas: SocioliteraryExperience 

among Antebellum New 

Englanders.

FACULTYςAccomplishments
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TheWomenõsStudies Curriculum DevelopmentFund supports the revision of existing

courses, the development of curricular materials, and the design of new courses. These

faculty will make their course materials available by posting syllabi, assignments, and

annotated bibliographieson the WSweb site. Coursematerials will be accessibleon the new

WomenõsStudiesweb site.

Faculty revising graduate courses offered brownbag sessions on òGenderand

Nationalismó(Livezeanuand Chaiklin), òAFeminist Profession?Feminist Theoryand Practice

in Social Workó(Goodkind, with Addie Weaver,Social Work graduate student), and òGender

TheoriesPastandPresentó(Reeserand Waldron).

Eachyear, the Programawards two faculty researchgrants of up to $2,500. Thisyearõs

awardeeswereDeborahGould(Sociology),for the preparationof the index for her forthcoming

book,òMovingPolitics: Emotionin ACTUPõsFight AgainstAIDS,óand Shalini Puri (English),for

field work for her book project,òWomenin the GrenadaRevolution: ThirtyYearsLater.ó

ShaliniPuri will give a lecture based on this research in spring 2010. Deborah Gould 

moved in fall 2009 to the University of California at Santa Cruz.

Deborah Gould and Shalini Puri Receive Research Awards

WS Supports Faculty in Development of Courses

×Frayda CohenòPolitics of Gender and Foodó ςWS, fall 2009

×Nancy GlazeneròTheories of Gender and Sexualityó ςWS, spring 2010

×Sara GoodkindòFeminist Social Workó ςSocial Work; cross-listed with 

WS,  fall 2008

×Irina Livezeanuand Martha ChaiklinòGender, Sexuality, and 

Nationalism in the Modern World: an East-West Comparison,ó ςHistory; 

cross-listed with WS, fall 2008

×Todd ReeseròQueer Studies Past and Present,ó ςWS; cross-listed  

with French and Italian and Cultural Studies, spring 2009

×Jen WaldronòGender and the Body on the Early Modern Stage,ó ς
English; cross-listed with WS and Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 

spring 2009

FACULTYςAccomplishments
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WSP Proud to Present Certificate Graduates

Aaron M. Arnold

Shannon L. Black

Julia C. Bouchat

Sara M. Brestensky

A special congratulations to our graduated work study student, Sara Michelle 

Brestensky! She is pictured above at the April 24, 2009 graduation luncheon 

with her mother.

AlixS. Levy

Katelyn S. Litterer

Jamie A. Marks

BekezelaMguni

Kimberly N. Minto

Hannah A. Obeng

Sara L. Pendleton

Hilary A. Rabuck

Emily R. Tamilin

Brian J. Ulrich

Lindsey M. Webb

Clarisse R. Wells

Lindsay G. Welsh

Alexandra K. Zamorski

Jason F. Zimmerman

2008

Victoria L. Abbott

Laura L. Brigido

Lauren J. Bruce

Ashlee M. Green

Stephanie K. Guenther

Emily R. Hatcher

Elizabeth O. Howell

Jennifer P. Kirk

2009

Kathryn Mackowick

Mara P. Mandradjieff

Lauren M. Masi

Kimberley D. Mays

Claire E. Donato

Amanda M. Fierro

Heather D. Frost

Abigail S. Ludwig

Lindsay A. Mensch

John J. Musser

VanitaPatel

Amy Risko

Arielle Dulberg

John R. Fallon

Megan L. Farrell

Melissa A. Geiger

Samantha L. Goldberg

STUDENTSςCertificate Graduates
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In April 2009 , Nicole Bourbonnais received her MA in Caribbean and Latin

AmericanHistory,along with her masterõscertificate in the Studyof Women,Gender,

and Sexuality. Her thesis, entitled òDangerouslyLarge: The1938 LaborRebellionand

the Debate over Birth Control in Jamaica,ówill be published in the New West Indian

Guidethis summer.

In 2008 and 2009 she served as a teaching assistant for òModernLatin

American History,óòAfrican-American History Since the Civil War,óand òAfrican-

AmericanHistoryfrom the SlaveTradeto the CivilWaróat the Universityof Pittsburgh.

Nicole Bourbonnais Receives Masterõs Certificate

Nicole has received multiple

research grants from the Center for

Latin American Studies, International

Studies, and WomenõsStudies at the

Universityof Pittsburgh. She received

Arts and Sciences fellowships in

2007-2008 and summer 2009 . Nicole

was awarded a Travel-to-Collections

Fund grant from Smith College in

2009.

Nicole has conducted pre-

dissertation research at libraries and

archives across Jamaica, Trinidad,

Barbados,and Bermuda.

As an undergraduate at the

University of British Columbia in

Vancouver, Nicole studied History.

She received multiple essay prizes

and achievementscholarships.

Nicoleõsmost recent accom-

plishment is a doctoral fellowship

awarded by the Social Sciences and

Humanities Research Council of

Canada.

STUDENTSςCertificate Graduates
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WS Graduate Students Earn Deserved Awards

Nicole Bourbonnais, WS 

masterõs certificate recipient and 

doctoral student in Caribbean and Latin 

American History, was awarded a 4-year 

doctoral fellowship by the Social 

Sciences and Humanities Research 

Council of Canada.

Jessica Ghilani, WS doctoral 

certificate student and former teaching 

fellow, received an AAUW Fellowship to 

complete her dissertation, òSelling 

Soldiering to Consumers: Advertising, 

Media, and the All-Volunteer Army.ó

Jessica is a Communication and Cultural 

Studies student.

Leah Strobelwas awarded a 

2009-2010 Andrew Mellon Pre-doctoral 

Fellowship.  Leah was a WS teaching 

fellow in 2007-2008.  She is a Visiting 

Lecturer of Hispanic Languages and 

Literatures during the 2009-2010 

academic year.

Yoko Suzuki, 2008-2009 WS 

teaching fellow won an Andrew Mellon 

Pre-doctoral Fellowship for 2009-2010.  

Yoko is a PhD candidate in Music. 

Stacey Waiteof English won an 

Andrew Mellon Pre-doctoral Fellowship 

for 2009-2010 and an Elizabeth 

BarangerTeaching Award.  Stacey, WS 

certificate student, taught Queer Theory

last year.

Carly Woods, 2008-2009 WS teaching 

fellow and Communication PhD candidate, 

was awarded an Andrew Mellon Pre-

doctoral Fellowship for the 2009-2010 

academic year.  Carly also received an 

Elizabeth BarangerTeaching Award from 

the School of Arts and Sciences Graduate 

Student Organization for Intro to Womenõs 

Studies.She was one of three WS faculty 

awarded an òInnovation in Educationó 

grant from the University of Pittsburgh.

Carly Woods with her former student Melissa Geiger.  

Melissa graduated in April 2009.  They are pictured 

here at the WS certificate graduation luncheon.

STUDENTSςAchievements
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Program Awards Funds for Exceptional 

Student Research Projects

2008

Nicole Bourbonnais: òBirth Control and Population Policy in Jamaica and Trinidad and 

Tobago, 1938-1968ó

KelsyBurke: òHigh-Risk Activists and Sympathetic Non-Participants: A Case Study of South 

Dakota Pro-choice Clergyó

Kimberly Creasap:  òAnother Europe is PossibleéFor Whom?: Gender Politics and Feminist 

Strategies at the European Social Forumó

Sarah Drinkwater: òForum for Women, Law, and Development Internshipó

Patrick Mansfield: òArt, AIDS, America ðand- Hide and Seek: Sexuality and Desire in 

American Portraitureó

Peace Medie: òA Pilot Study of the Gendered Construction of Peace in Post-Conflict 

Societiesó

Marina Starik: òDesigners and Informants: Fashioning Female Dandies in Proustõs ôA la 

recherchedu temps perduõó

NiketaWilliams: òEvaluating the Legacy of MicrobicideTrial Participation Among Women in 

Lusaka, Zambiaó

Niketa Williams with research participants in Zambia.

STUDENTSςResearch Fund
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2009

Julien Comte: òThe French Connection: 

Prostitution Regulation in New York City and 

Buenos Airesó

Colleen Jankovic: òQueering Terror: Visualizing 

Sexuality and Nationalism in Israeli and 

Palestinian Cinemaó

HanaeKanno: òRacial Differences on 

Psychological Well-being of Never-Married and 

Divorced/Separated Women: Is Self-Esteem a 

Key Psychosocial Resource?ó

Amy McDowell: òGender Performance in 

Christian Punk Subcultureó

HeejinPark: òEducational Policies for Ethnic, 

Cultural, and Linguistic Minorities in South 

Koreaó

Katherine Phelps: òListening to Mother: 

Investigating the Rise of the Man-Midwife in 

17th Century Londonó

Yoko Suzuki: òAn Ethnography of Female Jazz 

Saxophonists in New York Cityó

Carly Woods: òDebater-Scholar-Mentor: Marie 

HochmuthNichols and Feminist Intellectual 

History in Rhetorical Studiesó

You Meme Wu: òExamining Integration of 

Complementary and Alternative Therapy with 

Conventional Care: A Qualitative Studyó

Photos from Colleen Jankovicõsspring 2009 

trip for research on Israeli and Palestinian 

cinema.

STUDENTSςResearch Fund
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Selected Excerpts from Student Research 

Award Recipient Findings

Marina Starik - Designers and Informants: Fashioning Female Dandies 

in Marcel Proust's ôA la recherchedu Temps perduõ

òFrom the exhibit ôDandysmes1808-2008, de BarbeydõAurevilly¨ Christian Diorõ at the 

MuséeChristian Dior in Granville, I learned about the influences of menõs and womenõs 

fashion in the last 200 years, and the resulting sartorial gender ambivalence. The exhibit 

provided information on ôrealõ and literary dandies, both male and female, including the 

ôamazoneõ Natalie Clifford Barnie, an American expatriate, a poet and a hostess of 

popular literary salons in Paris."

Peace Medie - Gender and Security in Post-Conflict Peace-Building: A 

Pilot Study of the Concept of Security in Post-Conflict Liberia 

òThe Interviews reveal that domestic violence, rape and sexual violence committed 

during armed robberies are the most pressing threats to womenõs security. The findings 

underscore poverty as a strong determinant of how women are affected by Gender-

Based Violence (GBV). They also reveal a flaw in the understanding of the causes of 

GBV, with some interviewees attributing the problem to Liberiaõs high poverty rate 

instead of underlying structural factors. In addition, the interviews highlight a rural-

urban divide in how Liberian women experience and respond to security threats.ó

STUDENTSςResearch Fund
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Niketa Williams- Evaluating the Legacy of MicrobicideTrial Participation 

among Women in Lusaka, Zambia 

òIn sub-Saharan Africa, women comprise more than 60% of HIV infections; vaginal 

microbicidesaim to enable women to reduce their HIV risk. The success of clinical trials 

depends on recruiting and retaining study participants from high HIV incidence areas; 

critical to understanding future HIV research in the developing world are the lived 

experiences of participants and the legacy of participation for them and their 

communities. 

In August 2008, 31 semi-structured interviews were conducted to explore the perceptions 

of women who had completed participation in the HIV Prevention Trials Network (HPTN) 

035 Phase II MicrobicideTrial in Lusaka, Zambia 2-8 weeks prior. Interviews were 

conducted in English or in a local language with interpreters, and were audio recorded 

and transcribed in English. ATLAS.tiwas used to conduct data analyses.

The sexual health screenings and services provided by the HPTN 035 study motivated 

participants' decision to enroll, with many admitting that they would have enrolled even 

without partner agreement. In the community, blood collection for health screenings 

fueled misperceptions of Satanism. Women felt that these sentiments had improved 

since study onset, and most suggested additional community sensitization to assuage 

distrust. Based on study-specific experiences, former participants have developed unique 

definitions of research for themselves. Participants were satisfied with the HPTN 035 

study and were hopeful about the future of microbicidesin their communities; almost all 

women lamented their study exit and would opt to participate in future microbicide

studies. Data analyses are currently ongoing.ó

STUDENTSςResearch Fund
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Sarah Krier and Amy Romanowski Receive 

2009-2010 WSP Teaching Fellowships

AnthropologyPhD candidate, Sarah

Krier, has focusedher researchon medical

anthropology, Indonesia and the Pacific,

ethnography, Islam, and popular culture.

Sarah received her MA from Pittõs

GraduateSchoolof Public Health, and her

BAfrom OberlinCollege.

Sarah has worked in a variety of

public interest settings in Indonesia,

Oberlin and Pittsburgh. Most recently, she

was a Provost Development Fellow and a

Salk Fellow through the JewishHealthcare

Foundation and the University of

Pittsburgh.

In 2008 , Sarah held guest lecturer

positions at the University of Pittsburgh

and the University of Gadjah Mada in

Yogyakarta,Indonesia. Sarah was a NSEP

DavidL. BorenFellowin Indonesiain 2007-

2008 and a Pitt Anthropology teaching

fellow in 2005-2006

STUDENTSςTeaching Fellows
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Amy is a second-year PhD student in

the Department of French and Italian. She

received an MA in French from the

Universityof Utah in 2005 , and taught high

school French in Phoenix,AZbefore coming

to Pittsburgh. Amy'sresearchinterests lie in

gender and sexuality studies and queer

theory, not only as they appear in

francophonecirclesof literature and culture,

but in any social or cultural medium that

destabilizesgenderor sex.

In addition to teaching Intro to

Women'sStudies,Amyhas taught French1,

4, and 6 at the Universityof Pittsburgh. She

was selected as the 2009 Program

Assistant for the University's intensive

French language study abroad program in

Nantes,France.

Amy anticipates writing her

dissertation on TaharBen Jelloun'sL'enfant

de sable and its approach to masculinity of

the non-white, non-male body.



The2009 award was presentedwith the

inaugural Iris Marion Young Lecture,

sponsoredby GSPIAand the InnovationClinic.

Anne Sisson Runyan (Professor of Womenõs

Studies and Political Science,Univ. Cincinnati)

spokeonòTheorizingFeministGlobalJustice.ó

In 2009 , Aaron Arnold was the first

recipient of a new Iris Marion Young

UndergraduateAwardfor Political Engagement.

Although undergraduates had applied for the

first yearõsaward, it was clear that a

separately designated award would address

the difference in their available time of

commitment and thus in how their

applications fared in relationship to faculty

and staff applications.

Second Annual Iris Marion 

Young Award Presented in 

April 2009

2009 undergraduate recipient Aaron Arnold
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In 2008 , WomenõsStudies initiated the Iris Marion

YoungAwardto honor the former GSPIAfaculty member and

WSPaffiliate. In collaborationwith GSPIAand the Innovation

Clinic, the award was presented the same year to Dr. Audrey

Murrell of the Katz School.

Murrell is the Director of the David Berg Center for

Ethics and Leadership and an associate professor of

BusinessAdministration. Shehas a joint appointment in the

Departmentof Psychology,where she beganas a Pitt faculty

member in 1987. She has been a faculty leader for the

DiversitySeminarat Pitt and a chair of the UniversitySenate

Anti-discrimination Committee; indeed, she got to know Iris

Young in the 1990s through their shared work in the

WomenõsStudiesProgramand UniversitySenate.

Look for the interview with Audrey Murrell by Nancy

Glazeneron our new web site.

Womenõs Studies Creates Iris Marion Young Award

2008 recipient Dr. Audrey Murrell



Aaron Arnold is a SociologyBA alumnus with a minor in Africana Studies and a

certificate in the Study of Women, Gender, and Sexuality. He was a Time-Warner/Point

FoundationScholar in 2005 , and he receivedThe Robert W. AveryAwardfor excellencein

undergraduatestudies from Sociology. Aaronwas inducted into the OmicronDelta Kappa

National Leadershiphonors society, he was a Brackenridgefellow in the Honors College,

and he was a leader in the RainbowAllianceat the University. Additionally,Aaroninterned

with the HeartlandAlliance,a refugeehealth educationprogram.

At an April 16 ceremony and reception, Melissa Swauger received the Iris Marion

YoungAward. In 2008, Melissa earned her PhD in Sociology, and masters certificate in

womenõsstudies from the University of Pittsburgh, as well as an MA from Duquesneõs

GraduateCenter for Social and Public Policy. Melissa is presentlyan assistant professorof

sociologyat CarlowUniversity. She is active in many community organizations,including

the Girls Coalition of SouthwesternPA,Women and Girls Foundation, and the Carnegieõs

Girls Math and Science Partnership. She has volunteered with Big Brothers Big Sisters

programsand organizationsfor battered womenand abusedchildren.

Ceremonyspeechesby Melissaand Aaronwill be availableonline.

Dr. Kathleen Blee of Sociology with 2009 Iris Marion Young Award recipient, Melissa Swauger
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